Hunting

By LCdr. Rick Martier
NavAir Det., Patuxent River, Md.

grew upinrura South Carolina, where
I hunting was more than aweekend-recre-
ational outing. By theage of 10, | had more
than afew active hunting seasons behind me. With
each new season, my stepfather and unclesgaveme B
moreinstruction. They instilled in mearespect for
wildlifeand for thelethality of firearms.

Many years have passed since those days of
stalking the piney woodsin Carolina. | have hunted
for game, largeand small, all acrossNorth America.
And| take pridein thefact noonein my hunting
party or | ever have had an “accident” inwhich
someonewas maimed or killed. | usethat word
because, inreality, most are mishapsthat occur in
thefield and are preventable. In my mind, that
qualifiesthem asmishaps.

I’veavoided trouble by following aset of 12
rules—actually, | consider them commandments—of
hunting safety. | want to sharethem so you, too, can
enjoy the hunt without fear of having an accident.
Herethey are:

8 Never pick up a firearm by the
muzzle.

9 If friends are with you, give your
firearm to one of them before cross-
ing obstacles.

10 Always check a barrel to make
sure it’s clear before loading.

11 Before storing your firearm, do
a sight-and-feel inspection of the
chamber.

12 Never trust others to follow

these rules; make sure they do. The
life you save may be your own.

1 Firearms and alcohol or drugs

(including the prescription kind) DO
NOT mix.

2 Treat every firearm as if it is
loaded.

3 Never point the muzzle of a gun
at anything you don’t intend to shoot.

4 When hunting in a party, always
point the muzzle in a safe direction.

5 Leave on the safety until you are
ready to shoot.

6 Know your target and what is
beyond your target.

7 Never give or take a firearm with
the bolt or magazine action closed.
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| havetwo sonswho enjoy hunting and the
outdoors. | accompanied the older oneto aformal
hunter-safety course and was happy to learn the
instructorstaught the same common-sense prin-
ciples. Thisreinforcement was good for both of us.
We hold each other, aswell asall those we hunt
with, accountablefor these commandments.

Finaly, | urgeyou to remember that the most
valuabletool you havefor guaranteeing everyone's
safety when hunting is between your ears. Use your
head, watch the actions of fellow hunters, and
correct them onthe spot if you feel asituationis
becoming dangerous. |

At the time he wrote this article, the author
was an NFO and admin officer for the VAW-117
Wallbangers.
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